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Stafford Conservation Commission Minutes 

Date: Sunday, November 12, 2017 

Regular scheduled meeting 

Time: 9:40 AM 

Place: Warren Memorial Town Hall 


1. 	 Call to order/pledge/attendance: Brian Zawodniak, Kitty Schooley, Alonna Halloran, 
Veronica Halloran, Paul Pearson, Arlene Avery and Mike Mocko. 

2. 	 Acceptance of last meeting minutes as filed - Motion made by Veronica, Paul 
seconded. Kitty abstained; motion otherwise carried unanimously. 

3. 	 Budget review - A brief review of the current budget and expenditures reveals that the 
current fiscal year budget is on course. 

4. 	 Calendar of meetings for 2018 - Sunday morning meetings will remain. The 
commission members agreed that the attendance remains the highest in comparison 
to recent years and works best for current membership. 

5. 	 Events: planning strategies - If someone proposes an event, he/she is asked to take 
the lead and also encouraged to use resources of commission members and 
volunteers. Person proposing must plan for logistics set-up. As a commission we need 
to do a better job "collectively" identifying the logistics and the amount of support 
needed to carry it out. Before, during and "clean-up". Member encouraged to become 
familiar with volunteer list, and ask Veronica to contact if additional hands are 
necessary. 

6. 	 Possible dates to meet with Amber Wakley, Stafford Town Grant writer. The 
consensus is perhaps to set a meeting up on a Wednesday in the immediate future. 

a. 	 Projects to suggest - Benches, the connection to the Willimantic 
Greenway connection, ramps for gazebo and handicap parking and the 
removal or repair completion of the existing foundation, are but a few 
examples. 

7. 	 CACIWC 40th annual meeting and environmental conference Saturday, November 18, 
2017,8 a.m. - 3:30 p.m. Kitty and Arlene registration confirmed. Kitty to reach out and 
for confirmation of Alonna's seat at the conference. 



8. Trails and Signs 
a. Kitty and Arlene are working with David Perkins to provide GIS mapping of 

the three trails we steward in town. 
b. Dennis Pond 

i. Bird education sign - it was vandalized a couple of weeks ago. The 
bird sign frame structure remains in tact and new signs will be 
reconstructed and remounted with additional log about trail 
sightings and concerns. The loop trail is officially completed. 
Additional signage just completed will soon be added. 

ii. 	 Photo/wildlife blind - the group suggests that this is a possible topic 
to discus with Ms. Wakely. 

iii. 	 ERT- Reviewed body provides no regulatory services. They do not 
provide drainage and erosion impacts. Possible discussion with new 
board of selectmen/1st selectman. 

c. 	 Penney School Road property development (Steve). Tabled. 

d. 	 West Stafford Conservation Area (Mike and Ingrid) New sign. Trail is not 
open during the school day-town placed sign. Paul to purchase paint and 
will notify Veronica when materials are purchased. Alonna and Veronica 
to paint. Paul to remount existing sign, which indicates that the trail is 
closed during school hours, just left of the trail entranceway. 

e. 	 Woodlawn Trail (Brian) 
1. 	Tick prevention sign was vandalized. It was noted yesterday. 
2. 	 New dead fall around the trail, which needs to be addressed. 

Brian to make arrangements with Paul over the next week for 
an upcoming date sometime following Thanksgiving. Veronica 
to get 10 volunteers for a date sometime after Thanksgiving. 

f. 	 Bulletin board - Veronica and Alonna will update the Conservation 
Commission bulletin board in town hall. Veronica volunteered to promote 
trails, ecosystems; old standing tree forests, vernal pools, etc. there. 

9. 	 Old business 
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a. 	 Wheelchair accessible fishing dock at Dennis Pond - Discussions 
underway. Mike offering a new procedure for deck / 3 season rooms 
"metal rod driven" into solid with certain resistance force that can handle 
the likes of a dock. Problem remains with continued settlement over the 
years. Mike will share information at the appropriate time stemming from 
another project he's involved with. 

b. 	 Additional old business - Arlene researched North Central Conservation 
District, the project to be assigned to Alonna to identify what the NCCD 
can do for our Commission, in consideration of the amount that we 
donate annually. Arlene to forward Alonna information on the contact 
person. 

10.New business: 

a. 	 Meeting with the board of selectmen - Kitty, Veronica, James & Arlene, to 
talk about Conservation issues with new administration. 

b. 	 Arlene introduced a town meeting proposal- "petition" request 
signatures. The meeting will promote the Dennis Pond location as a 
natural protected space. 

c. 	 Arlene made motion we have a public comments section as part of our 
regular agenda starting today; Veronica second it. Motion carried 
unanimously. 

11. Public comment: Nancy Mattesen asked about Status of Disc Golf and 
expresses being interested in being an alternate member of the Conservation 
Commission. The commission members reviewed briefly the presentation from 
the town meeting and that the status remains undefined. Mattesen was 
advised to also go to town hall to fill an application to become and alternate 
commission member. 

12. Adjourned at 11:35 

Respectfu"y submitted 

o 
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